1.

Judgement and Attack 2

I. The Judgment of the Holy Spirit

You have been told not to make error real, and the way to do thisyisirgle.2 If you want to
believe in error, you would have to make it real because it isr'me13 But truth is real in its own
right, and to believe in trulyou do nohave to do anythir. 4 Understand that you do not respond to
anything directly, but to your interpretation of° Your interpretation thus becomes the justification
for the response That is why analyzing the motives of others is hazardous to’ If you decide
that someone is really trying to attack you or desert you or enslave you, you pathdess if he had
actually done so, having made his error real to ® To interpret error is to give it power, and
having done this you will overlook trt.

The analysis of ego motivation is very complicated, very obscuaimdjnever without your own
ego involvement2 The whole process represeniclear-cu attempt to demonstrate your own ability
to understand what you perceis This is shown h the fact that you react to your interpretations as
if they were correct* You may then control your reactions behaviorally, but not emotior® This
would obviously be a split or an attack on the integrity of your minttingione level within it
agénst anothe

There is but one interpretation of motivation that makes any s?2 And because it is the Holy
Spirit's judgment it requires no effort at all on your p3 Every loving thought is true* Everything
else is an appeal for healing and helpardless of the form it take®> Can anyone be justified in
responding with anger to a brother's plea for hé No response can be appropriate except the
willingness to give it to him, for this and only this is what he isragkbr. 7 Offer him anythincelse,
and you are assuming the right to attack his reality by intimgré as you see fit8 Perhaps the
danger of this to your own mind is not yet fully appar® If you believe that an appeal for help is
something else you will react to somethinse.10Your response will therefore be inappropriate to
reality as it is, but not to your perception o

There is nothing to prevent you from recognizing all calls for helpxactly what they are except
your own imagined need to atta 2 It is only this that makes you willing to engage in endless
"battles" with reality, in which you deny t reality of the need for healing by making it unreal.
You would not do this except for your unwillingness to accept realitit & and which you
therefore withhold from yourse

It is surely good advice to tell you not to judge what you do not under No one with a
personal investment is a reliable witness, for truth to him hesnte what he wants it to k3 If you
are unwilling to perceive an appeal for helpwhat it is, it is because you are unwilling to give help
and to receive it* To fail to recognize a call for help is to refuse h® Would you maintain that
you do not need it6 Yet this is what you are maintaining when you refuse to recognirethr's
appeal, for only by answering his appcar you be helpec’ Deny him your help and you will not
recognize God's Answer to yof The Holy Spirit does not need your help in interpreting
motivation, but you do need H

Only appreciation is an appropriate response to your brc? Gratitude is due him for both his
loving thoughts and his appeals for help, for both are capable of bringing low®intawareness if
you perceive them truh3 And all your sens of strain comes from your attempts not to do just “his.
How simple, then, is God's plan for salvati® There is but one response to reality, for reality
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evokes no conflict at alé There is but one Teacher of reality, Who understands wha’ He does
not change His Mind about reality because reality does not ch® Although your interpretations
of reality are meaningless in your divided state, His remanmsistently true® He gives them to you
because they afor you. 10 Do not attempt 1 "help" a brother in your way, for you cannot help
yourself. 11 But hear his call for the Help of God, and you will recognize your oeed for the
Father

7. Your interpretations of your brother's needs are your interpretatiosucs.2 By giving help you
are asking for it, and if you perceive but one need in yourself ybib&ihealed3 For you will
recognize God's Answer as you want It to bed if you want It in truth, It will be truly yours?
Every appeal you answer in the Name of Christ brings the reraao@iof your Father closer to
your awarenes® For the sake of your need, then, hear every call for help as whas® God can
answelyou

8. By applying the Holy Spirit's interpretation of the reactions of ratineore and more consistently,
you will gain an increasing awareness that His criteriaeapeally applicable to yol? For to
recognize fear is not enough to escape fromthough the recognition is necessary to demonstrate
the need for escap3 The Holy Spirit must still translate the fear into tri If you were left with
the fear, once you had recognized it, you would have taken a step away from realityamds it >
Yet we have repeatedly emphasized the need to recognize fedaicend without disguise as a
crucial step in the undoing of the e® Consider how well the Holy Spirit's interpretation of the
motives of others will serve you the’ Having taught yo to accept only loving thoughts in others
and to regard everything else as an appeal for help, He hasyaughat fear itself is an appeal for
help.8 This is what recognizing fear really mea® If you do not protect it, He will reinterpret 10
That is the ultimate value in learning to perceive attack eall for lovel1We have already learned
that fear and attack are inevitably associg!?If only attack produces fear, and if you see attack as
the call for help that it is, the unreality fear must dawn on you3 For fearis a call for love, in
unconscious recognition of what has been de

9. Fear is a symptom of your own deep sense of 2If when you perceive it in others you learn to
supply the loss, the basic cause of fear is remc Thereby you teach yourself that fear does not
exist in you.* The means for removing it in yourself, and you have demonstrated this by giving it.
5Fear and love are the only emotions of which you are caf One is false, for it was made out of
denial; and denial depends on the belief in what is denied for its owstemce.” By interpreing
fear correctly as a positive affirmation of the underlyingdfali masks, you are undermining its
perceived usefulness by rendering it usel® Defenses that do not work at all are automatically
discarded? If you raise what fear conceals clea-cul unequivocal predominance, fear becomes
meaningless1OYou have denied its power to conceal love, which was its only purll The veil
that you have drawn across the face of love has disapy

10 If you would look upon love, whiclis the world's reality, how could you do better than to
recognize, in every defense against it, the underlying afor it? 2 And how could you better learn
of its reality than by answering the appeal it by giving it?3 The Holy Spirit's interpretation of
fear does dispel it, for the awareness of truth cannot be ¢ 4 Thus does the Holy Spirit replace
fear with love and translate error into tru® And thus will you learn of Him how to reple your
dream of separation with the fact of uni® For the separation is only the denial of union, and
correctly interpreted, attests to your eternal knowledge that union |
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Introduction

If you did not feel guilty you could not attack, for condemnation is theabattack.? It is the
judgment of one mind by another as unworthy of love and deserving of punis3But herein lies
the split.# For the mind that judges perces itself as separate from the mind being judged,
believing that by punishing another, it will escape punishn® All this is but the delusional
attempt of the mind to deny itself, and escape the penalty of df It is not an attempt to
relinquish dnial, but to hold on to it’ For it is guilt that has obscured the Father to you, and it is
guilt that has driven you insal

The acceptance of guilt into the mind of God's Son was the beginnihg skparation, as the
acceptance of the Atonement is its €2 The world you see is the delusional system of those made
mad by guilt.3 Look carefully at this world, ancou will realize that this is sé For this world is the
symbol of punishment, and all the laws that seem to govern ihardaws of deatt> Children are
born into it through pain and in pai® Their growth is attended by suffering, and they learn of
sorrow and separation and dee’ Their minds seem to be trapped in their brain, and its powers to
decline if their bodies are hu8 They seem to love, yet they desert and are des® They appear
to lose what they love, perhaps the most insane of all. 1°And their bodies wither and gasp and
are laid in the ground, and are no md1Not one of them but has thought that God is ¢

If this were the real world, Gcwoulc be cruel2 For no Father could subject His children to this
as the price of salvation arbe loving. 3 Love does not kill to sa\ 4 If it did, attack would be
salvation, and this is the ego's infretation, not God'> Only the world of guilt could demand this,
for only the guilty could conceive of i¢ Adam's "sin" could have touched no one, had he not
believed it was the Father Who drove him out of Para’ For in that belief the knowledge the
Father was lost, since only those who do not understand Him could be

This worldis a picture of the crucifixion of God's Sc? And until you realize that God's Son
cannot be crucified, this is the world you will <3 Yet you will not realize this until you accept the
eternal fact that God's Son is nuilty. 4 He deserves only love because he has given only> Hes.
cannot be condemned because he has never conde The Atonement is the final lesson he need
learn, for it teaches him that, never having sinned, he has no need of st

I. Guiltlessness and Invulnerability

Earlier, | said that the Holy Spirit shares the goal of all gmedthers, whose ultimate aim is to
make themselves unnecessary by teaching their pupils all tloey. 2 The Holy Spirit wants only
this, for sharing the Father's Love for His SHe seeks to remove all guilt from his mind that he
may remember his Father in peac Peace and guilt are antithetical, and the Father can be
remembered only in peac* Love and guilt cannot coexist, and to accept one is to deny the Sther.
Guilt hidesChrist from your sight, for it is the denial of the blamelessness of God

In the strange world that you have made the Son ofhas sinned.2 How could you see him,
then?3 By making him invisible, the world of retribution rose in the blatdkud of guilt that you
accepted, and you hold it de4 For the blamelesiess of Christ is the proof that the ego never was,
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and can never b Without guilt the ego has no life, and God's ‘s without guilt

As you look upon yourself and judge what you do honestly, you may be tempteddervinow
you can be guiltless? Yet consider this: You are not guiltless in time, but in eterd You have
"sinned" in the past, but there is no p# Always has no direction® Time seems to go in one
direction, but when you reach its end it will roll up like a longpetuspread along the past behind
you, and will disappea® As long as you believe the Son of God is guilty you will walk alting
carpet, blieving that it leads to deat’” And the journey will seem long and cruel and senseless, for
soitis

The journey the Son of God has set himself is useless indeed, but tieyjoarwhich his Father
sets him is one of release and j2 The Father is not cruel, and His Son cannot hurt hin3 The
retaliation that he fears and that he seel never touch him, for although he believes in it the Holy
Spirit knows it is not truc 4 The Holy Spirit stands at the end of time, where you must be because
He is with you.> He has already undone everything unworthy of the Son of God, for sucHisvas
mission, given Him by Go® And what God gives has always be

You will see me as you learn the Son of God is guilt? He has always sought his guiltlessness,
and he has found B For everyone is seeking to escape from the prison he has madee avel/tto
find release is not denied hir* Being in hm, he has found i>Wher he finds it is only a matter of
time, and time is but an illusio® For the Son of God is guiltless now, and the brightness of his
purity shines untouched forever in God's Mi” God's Son will always be as he was crez8 Deny
your world and judge him not, for his eternal guiltlessness is iMthd of his Father, and protects
him forever

When you have accepted the Atonement for yourself, you will reddere is no guilt in God's
Son.2 And only as you look upon him as guiltless can you understand his ond For the idea of
guilt brings a belief in condemnation of one by ther, projecting separation in place of un4y.
You can condemn only yourself, and by so doing you cannot know that you areSGo¢ You
have denied the condition of his being, which is his perfect blame$ss® Out of love he was
created, and irove he abides’ Goodness and mercy have always followed him, for he has always
extended the Love of his Fatt

As you perceive the holy companions who travel with you, you will zedhat there is no
journey, but only an awakenin? The Son of God, who sleepeth not, has kept faith with his Father
for you. 3 There is no road to travel on, and no tim travel through4 For God waits not for His
Son in time, being forever unwilling to be without hi> And so it has always bee® Let the
holiness of God's Son shine away the cloud of guilt that darkens yadr anid by accepting his
purity as yours, larn of him that iis yours

You are invulnerable because you are guiltl? You can hold on to the past only through g@ilt.
For guilt establishes that you will be punished for what you have dowethas depends on
one-dimensioni time, proceeding from past to futu* No one who believes this can understand
what "always" means, and therefore guilt must deprive you ofpjheaiation of eternity® You are
immortal because you are eternal, and "always" must be® Guilt, then, is a way of holding past
and future il your mind to ensure the ego's contint 7 For if what has been will be punished, the
ego's continuity is guaranteed Yet the guarantee of your continuity is God's, not the €% And
immortality is the opposite of time, for time passes awaile immortality is constar
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9. Accepting the Atonement teaches you what immortality is, for by accepting yittlesgness you
learn that the past has never been, and so the future is needlesh moidbe.2 The future, in time,
is always associated with expiation, andy guilt could induce a sense of a need for expiation.
Accepting the guiltlessness of the Son of God as yours is the@@m's way of reminding you of
His Son, and what he is in trut* For God has never condemned His Son, and being guiltless he is
eternal

10, You cannot dispel guilt by making it real, and then atoning f2 This is the ego's plan, which it
offers instead of dispelling i¥ The ego believes in atonement through attack, being fully committed
to the insane notion that attack isvation.4 And you who cherish guilt must also believe it, for
how else but by identifying with the ego could you hold dear what you do not

11.  The ego teaches you to attack yourself because you are guilthisnalst increase the guilt, for
guilt is the result of attacl? In the ego's teaching, then, there is no escape from 3 For attack
makes guilt real, and if it is realereis no way to overcome i4 The Holy Spirit dispels it simply
through the calm recognition that it has never b® As He looks upon the guiltless Son of God, He
knows that this is true¢t And being true for you, you cannot attack yourself, for out guilt attack
is impossible’ You, then, are saved because God's Son is guil® And being wholly pure, you
are invulnerable

VII. The Call for Faith

1. The substitutes for aspects of the situation are the witnessgsutolack of faith.2 They
demonstrate that you did not believe the situation and the problemiwere same place The
problemwas the lack of faith, and it is this you monstrate when you remove it from its source and
place it elsewhereé* As a result, you do not see the probl® Had you not lacked faith that it could
be solved, the problem would be gof And the situation would have been meaningful to you,
because fe interference in the way of understanding would have been rer 7 To remove the
problem elsewhere is to keep it, for you remove yourself from it and make it unse

2. There is no problem in any situation that faith will not so? There is no shift in any aspect of
the problem but will make solution impossik3 For if you shift part of the problem elsewhere the
meaning of the problem must be lost, are solution to the problem is inherent in its mean? Is.
it not possible that all your problems have been solved, but you haeeeénjourself from the
solution?° Yet faith must be where something has been done, and where you see

3. A situation is a relationship, being the joining of thoug? If problems are perceived, it is
because the thoughts are judged to be in cor3 But if the goal is truth, this is impossib4 Some
idea of bodies must have entered, fords cannot attacl® The thought of bodies is the sign of
faithlessness, for bodies cannot solve anyttb It is their intrusion on the relationship, an error in
your thoughts about the situation, which then becomes the justificatigndotack of faih. 7 You
will make this error, but be not at all concerned with t The error does not matté€ Faithlessness
brought to faith will never interfere with trut10 But faithlessness useagains truth will always
destroy faith.21 If you lack faith,ask that it be restored where it was lost, and seek not toithave
made up to you elsewhere, as if you had been unjustly deprive
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Only whatyot have not given can be lacking in any situat? But remember this; the goal of
holiness was set for your relationship, and not by 3 You did not set it because holiness cannot
be seen except through faith, and your renship was not holy because your faith in your brother
was so limited and little* Your faith must grow to meet the goal that has been® The goal's
reality will call this forth, for you will see that peace afaith will not come separatel® What
situation can you be in without faith, and remain faithful to your bro

Every situation in which you find yourself is but a means to meetptirpose set for your
relationship.2 See it as something else and you are faith3 Use not your faithlessnes? Let it
enter and look upon it calmly, but do not usée Faithlessness is the servant of illusion, and wholly
faithful to its mastert Use it, and it will carry you straight to illusior” Be tempted not by what it
offers you 8 It interferes, not with the goal, but with the value of the goaloin ° Accept not the
illusion of peace it offers, but look upon its offering and recogniis illusion.

The goal of illusion is as closely tied to faithlessness #s faitruth.2 If you lack faith in anyone
to fulfill, and perfectly, his part in any situation dedicated in adeato truth, your dedication is
divided.3 And so you have been thless to your brother, and used your faithlessness agains4 him.
No relationship is holy unless its holiness goes with it everyav® As holiness and faith go hand
in hand, so must its faith go everywhere witté The goal's reality will call forthnd accomplish
every miracle needed for its fulfilmen’ Nothing too small or too enormous, too weak or too
compelling, but will be gently turned to its use and purp® The universe will serve it gladly, as it
serves the univers?But do not interfee.

The power set in you in whom the Holy Spirit's goal has been esiadblis so far beyond your
little conception of the infinite that you have no idea how greastiength that goes with yoa.
And you can usthis in perfect safety3 Yet for all its might, so great it reaches past the stars and to
the universe that lies beyond them, your little faithlessnesmadia it useless, if you would use the
faithlessness inste:

Yet think on this, and learn the cause of faithlessness: You think ydwabainst your brother
what he has done to ya? But what you really blame him for is wryou did tohim. 31t is not his
past but yours you hold against hi* And you lack faith in him because of what you we> Yet
you are as innocent of what you were as hé What never was is causeless, and is not there to
interfere with truth.” There is no cause for faithlessness, but tis Cause for faith8 That Caise
has entered any situation that shares Its purp® The light of truth shines from the center of the
situation, and touches everyone to whom the situation's purposel? It calls to everyonell
There is no situation that does not involve your le relationship, in every aspect and complete in
every part.l2 You can leave nothing of yourself outside it and keep the situation 13 For it
shares the purpose of your whole relationship, and derives its meaning

Enter each situation with the faith you give your brother, or you aitbléss to your own
relationship2 Your faith will call the others to share your purpose, as the pamp®se called forth
the faith in you.® And you will see the meansou once employed to lead you to illusions
transformed to means for tru 4 Truth calls for faith, and faith makes room for tr.> When the
Holy Spirit changed the purpose of your relationship by exchanging youtdigothe goal He
placed there ws extended to every situation in which you enter, or will ever €6 And every
situation was thus made free of the past, which would have made it purp
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You call for faith because of Him Who walks with you in everyatibn.? You are no longer
wholly insane, nor no longer alon3 For loneliness in God must be a dreg* You whose
relationship shares the Holy Spirit's goal are set apari loneliness because the truth has ccne.
Its call for faith is strong® Use not your faithlessness against it, for it calls you tcasalv and to
peace

VIII. The Vision of Sinlessnes

Vision will come to you at first in glimpses, but they will be erotig show you what is given
you who see your brother sinle2 Truth is restored to you through your desire, as it was lost to you
through your desire for something el3 Open the holy place that you closed off by valuing the
"something else," and what was never lost will quietly ret* It has been saved for y« > Vision
would not be necessary had judgment not been ré Desire now its whole undoing, and it is «on
for you

Do you not want to know your own Identit2 Would you not happily exchange your doubts for
certainty?3 Would you not willingly be free of misery, and learn again of j* Your holy
relationship offers all this to yo® As it was given yot so will be its effectsé And as its holy
purpose was not made by you, the means by which its happy end is yaiss ot of you’
Rejoice in what is yours but for the asking, and think not that youmekd either means or er8d.
All this is given you who would but see your brother sinle® All this is given, waiting on your
desire but to receive 10Vision is freely given to those who ask to !

Your brother's sinlessness is given you in shining light, to look onthgétHoly Spirit's vision
and to rejoice in along with Hin? For peace will come to all who ask for it with real desind a
sincerity of purpose, shared with the Holyirit and at one with Him on what salvation 3 Be
willing, then, to see your brother sinless, that Christ may rif@dgour vision and give you jo*.
And place no value on your brother's body, which holds him to illusions of lveha&t.> It is his
desire to see his sinlessness, as it is y® And bless the Son of God in your relationship, nor see
in him what you have made of hi

The Holy Spirit guarantees that what God willed and gave you bhajlours.2 This is your
purpose now, and the vision that makes it yours is ready to be # You have the vision that
enables you to see the body r* And as you look ugn your brother, you will see an altar to your
Father, holy as Heaven, glowing with radiant purity and sparklily thie shining lilies you laid
upon it.>What can you value more than th6 Why do you think the body is a better home, a safer
shelter fo God's Son” Why would you rather look on it than on the tru8 How can the engine of
destruction be preferred, and chosen to replace the holy home the Halyfmis, where He will
dwell with you’

The body is the sign of weakness, vulnerability and loss of p@ Can such a savior help yo3?
Would you turn in your distress and need for help unto the help* Is the pitifully little the
perfect choice to call upon for streng® Judgment will seem to make your savior web Yet it is
yoL who need his strengt’ There is no problem, no event or situation, no perplexity that vision will
not solve.8 All is redeemed when looked upon with visi® For this is noyour sight, an brings
with it the laws beloved of Him Whose sight it
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6. Everything looked upon with vision falls gently into place, accordingpéolaws brought to it by
His calm and certain sigt? The end for everything He looks upon is always <3 For it will meet
His purpose, seen in unadjusted form auited perfectly to meet it* Destructiveness becomes
benign, and sin is turned to blessing under His gentle >What can the body's eyes perceive, with
power to correct® Its eyes adjust to sin, unable to overlook it in any form and séesngrywtere,
in everything.” Look through its eyes, and everything will stand condemned before8 All that
could save you, you will never se° Your holy relationship, the source of your salvation, will be
deprived of meaning, and its most holy purpose t of means for its accomplishme

7. Judgment is but a toy, a whim, the senseless means to play thgaiie of death in your
imagination.2 But vision sets all things right, bringing them gently within thedly sway of
Heaven's laws3 What if you recognized this world is ¢hallucination?4 What if you really
understood you made it upP What if you realized that those who seem to walk about in itnto si
and die, attack and murder and destroy themselves, are wholly us Could you have faith in
what you see, if you accted this7’ And would you see i

8. Hallucinations disappear when they are recognized for what the? This is the healing and the
remedy .3 Believe them not and they are go* And all you need to do is recognize tyol did this.
5Once you accept this simple fact c¢take unto yourself the power you gave them, you are released
from them.® One thing is sure; hallucinations serve a purpose, and when that pwpas®onger
held they disappea’ Therefore, the question never is whether you want them, but alwaysudo y
want the purpose that they sen8 This world seems to hold out many purposes, each different and
with different values?® Yet they are all the samd0 Again there is no order; only a seeming
hierarchy of value

9. Only two purposes are possibZ2 And one is sin, the other holine3 Nothing is in between, and
which you choose determines what you # For what you see is merely how you elect to meet your
goal.® Hallucinations serve to meet the gof madnessé They are the means by which the outside
world, projected from within, adjusts to sin and seems to witnegs tedlity.’ It still is true that
nothing is withou 8 Yet upon nothing are all projections ma® For it is the projectic that gives
the "nothing" all the meaning that it hol

10 What has no meaning cannot be percei? And meaning always looks within to find itself, and
ther looks out.3 All meaning that you give the world outside must thus reflectsiglet you saw
within; or better, if you saw at all or mer¢judged agains# Vision is the means by which the Holy
Spirit translates your nightmares into happy dreams; your wilddiaditions that show you all the
fearful outcomes of imagined sin into the calm and reassurings sigtit which He would replace
them. > These gentle sights and sounds are looked on happily, and heard w® They are His
substitutes for all the terrifying sights and screaming sound®dbss purpose brought to your
horrified awareness’ They step away from sin, reminding yout it is not reality which frightens
you, and that the errors which you made can be corr

11 When you have looked on what seemed terrifying, and seen it changbt®diloveliness and
peace; when you have looked on scenes of violence and death, and watohetiahge to quiet
views of gardens under open skies, with cldife-giving water running happily beside them in
dancing brooks that never waste away; who need persuade you tothecgift of vision?2 And
after vision, who is there who could refuse what must come @ Think but an instant just on this;
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you can behol the holiness God gave His S¢ And never need you think that there is something
else for you to se

[l. The Laws of Chaos

1. The "laws" of chaos can be brought to light, though never under< Chaotic laws are hardly
meaningful, and therefore out of reason's spl Yet they appear to be an obstacle to reason and to
truth. 4 Let us, then, look upon them calmthat we may look beyond them, understanding what
they are, not what they would mainta® It is essential it be understood what they are for, because it
is their purpose to make meaningless, and to attack the® Here are the laws that rule the world
you made.” And yet they govern nothing, and need not be broken; merely looked upon and gone
beyond

2. Thefirst chaotic law is that the truth is different for everyc? Like all these principles, this one
maintains that each is separate and has a different set of thaughset him off from other3 This
principle evolves from the beli there is a hierarchy of illusions; some are more valuable and
therefore true# Each one establishes this for himself, and makes it true bytthiskaon what
another value<® And this is justified because the values differ, and those who holdskemnto be
unlike, and therefore enemi

3. Think how this seems to interfere with the first principle of mira@ For this establishes degrees
of truth among illusions, making it seem that some of them arerttardeercome than otheg If it
were realized that they are all the e and equally untrue, it would be easy, then, to understand that
miracles apply to all of then* Errors of any kind can be correctbecaus they are untrue® When
brought to truth instead of to each other, they merely disags No part of nothing an be more
resistant to the truth than can anot

4. Thesecon law of chaos, dear indeed to every worshipper of sin, is that eacmus sin, and
therefore deserves attack and de? This principle, closely related to the first, is the demand that
errors call for punishment and not cotion. 3 For the destruction of the one who makes the error
places him beyond correction and beyond forgiver* What he has done is thus interpreted as an
irrevocable sentence upon himself, which God Himself is poweressercome® Sin cannot be
remitted, being the belief the Son of God can make mistakes for whiawim destruction becomes
inevitable

5. Think what this seems to do to the relationship between the Fath#reaBdn2 Now it appears
that They can never be One ag# For One must always be condemned, and by the C* Now
are They different, and enemi¢® And Their relationhip is one of opposition, just as the separate
aspects of the Son meet only to conflict but not to  One becomes weak, the other strong by his
defeat.” And fear of God and of each other now appears as sensible, made wéwtkthe Son of
God has one both to himself and his Crea

6. The arrogance on which the laws of chaos stand could not be more appanegierges her2.
Here is a principle that would define what the Creator of yealiist be; what He must think and
what He must believe; and how He must respond,ving it. 31t is not seen as even necessary that
He be asked about the truth of what has been established for ldis4 His Son can tell Him this,
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and He has but the choice whether to take his word for it or bekers® This leads directly to the
third preposterous belief that seems to make chaos eté For if God cannot be mistaken, He must
accept His Son's belief in what he is, and hate him-

7. See how the fear of God is reinforced by this third princi2 Now it becomes impossible to turn
to Him for help in miser 3 For now He has become the "enemy" Who caused it, to Whom appeal is
useless? Nor can salvation lie within theon, whose every aspect seems to be at war with Him, and
justified in its attack® And now is conflict made inevitable, beyond the help of 5 For now
salvation must remain impossible, because the Savior has become the

8. There can be no release and no esc? Atonement thus becomes a myth, and vengeance, not
forgiveness, is the Will of Goc® From where all this begins, there is no sight of help that can
succeed* Only destruction can be the outcor®> And Gcd Himself seems to be siding with it, to
overcome His Sorf Think not the ego will enable you to find escape from what it wi’ That is
the function of this course, which does not value what the ego che

9. The ego values only what it take This leads to thfourth law of chaos, which, if the others are
accepted, must be trud This seeming law is the belief you have what you have té# By this,
another's loss becomes your gain, and tt fails to recognize that you can never take away save
from yourself.> Yet all the other laws must lead to tH6 For enemies do not give willingly to one
another, nor would they seek to share the things they \V And what your enemies would keep
from you must be worth having, because they keep it hidden from you

10 All of the mechanisms of madness are seen emerging herentdray'emade strong by keeping
hidden the valuable inheritance that should be yours; your justifiedquoaitid attack for what has
been withheld; and the inevitable loss the enerust suffer to save yourse? Thus do the guilty
ones protest their "innocence3 Were they not forced into this foul attack by the unscrupulous
behavior of the enemy, they would respond with only kindr# But in a savage world the kind
cannot surviv, so they must take or else be taken f

11 And now there is a vague unanswered question, not yet "expla?2 What is this precious thing,
this priceless pearl, this hidden secret treasure, to be wiestégghteous wrath from this most
treacherous and cunning enen3 It must be wht you want but never foun And now you
"understand" the reason why you found it > For it was taken from you by this enemy, and hidden
where you would not think to lool® He hid it in his body, making it the cover for his guilt, the
hiding place fr what belongs to yol” Now must his body be destroyed and sacrificed, that you may
have that which belongs to y: 8 His treachery demands his death, that you may ° And you
attack only irself-defens¢

12 But what is it you want that needs his de¢2 Can you be sure your murderous attack is justified
unless you know what it is foB And here ifinal principle of chaos comes to the "resci4 It holds
there is a substitute for lov® Thisis the magic that will cure all of your pain; the missingdadn
your madness that makes it "sar® This is the reason why you must atta’ Here is what makes
your vengeance justifie® Behold, unveiled, the ego's secret gift, torn from your br's body,
hidden there in malice and in hatred for the one to whom the gift be® He would deprive you of
the secret ingredient that would give meaning to your 10 The substitute for love, born of your
enmity to your brother, must be salvatid! It has no substitute, and there is only c12 And all
your relationships have but the purpose of seizing it and making it you
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13 Never is your possession made compl?2 And never will your brother cease his attack on you
for what you stole3 Nor will God end His vengeance upon both, for in His madness He musst hav
this substitute for love, and kill you bot* You whc believe you walk in sanity with feet on solid
ground, and through a world where meaning can be found, consider this:are the laws on
which your "sanity" appears to re® Theseare the principles which make the ground beneath your
feet seem sid. 6 And it is here you look for meanin¢’ These are the laws you made for your
salvation.8 They hold in place the substitute for Heaven which you pr® This is their purpose;
they were made for thi10 There is no point in asking what they me¢ 11 That is apparen12The
means of madness must be insi3Are you as certain that you realize the goal is mad

14 No one wants madness, nor does anyone cling to his madness if he ségs thavhat it is?
What protects madness is the belief that it is # It is the function of insanity to take the place of
truth. 4 It must be seen as truth to believed.> And if it is the truth, then must its opposite, which
was the truth before, be madness né Such a reversal, completely turned around, with madness
sanity, illusions true, attack a kindness, hatred love, and murder tigoredis the goal e laws of
chaos serve’ These are the means by which the laws of God appear to be de® Here do the
laws of sin appear to hold love captive, and let sin go

15, These do not seem to be the goals of chaos, for by the great réveysappear to be the laws of
order.2 How could it not be so® Chaos is lawlessness, and has no ¢ To be believed, its
seeming laws must be perceived as 1° Their goal of madness must be seen as sa® And fear,
with ashen lips and sightless eyes, blinded and terrible to look updiedsto the throne of love,
its dying conqueror, its substitute, the savior from salva’ How lovely do the laws of fear mak
death appea® Give thanks unto the hero on love's throne, who saved the Son of Godrfandea
death

16 And yet, how can it be that laws like these can be belie2 There is a strange device that makes
it possible.3 Nor is it unfamiliar; we have seen how it appears to function rtiamgs before4 In
truth it does not function, yet in dreanwhere only shadows play the major roles, it seems most
powerful. > No law of chaos could compel belief but for the emphasis on form arebdisr of
content.5 No one who thinks that one of these laws is true sees whasit” Some forms it takes
seem o0 have meaning, and that is

17 How can some forms of murder not mean de2Can an attack in any form be lov3 What form
of condemnation is a blessin* Who makes his savior powerless and finds salva® Let not the
form of the attack on him deceive y© You cannc seek to harm him and be sav’ Who can find
safety from attack by turning on himse® How can it matter what the form this madness ta® Its?
is a judgment that defeats itself, condemning what it sayaritasto savel®Be not deceived when
madnes takes a form you think is lovell1What is intent on your destruction is not your frie

18- You would maintain, and think it true, that you do not believe these sen$ales, nor act upon
them.2 And when you look at what they say, they cannot be belie3 Brother, youdc believe
them.4 For how else could you perceive the fathey take, with content such as th®> Can any
form of this be tenable® Yet you believe therfor the form they take, and do not recognize the
content.” It never change® Can you paint rosy lips upon a skeleton, dress it in loveliness, pet it and
pemper it, and make it live? And can you be content with an illusion that you are liv
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There is no life outside of Heave? Where God created life, there life must 3 In any state
apart from Heaven life is illusic 4 At best it seems like life; at worst, like dea® Yet both are
judgments on what is not life, equa their inaccuracy and lack of meanif Life not in Heaven is
impossible, and what is not in Heaven is not anywt’ Outside of Heaven, only the conflict of
illusion stands; senseless, impossible and beyond all reason, andcgdtgrens an eternal rrier
to Heaven3 lllusions are but forms Their content is never tru

The laws of chaos govern all illusior?2 Their forms conflict, making it seem quite possible to
value some above the othe3 Yet each one rests as surely on the belief the laws of chadkear
laws of order as do the othe4 Each one uptlds these laws completely, offering a certain witness
that these laws are tru® The seeming gentler forms of the attack are no less certdimeir
witnessing, or their result® Certain it is illusions will bring fear because of the belittfat they
imply, not for their form’ And lack of faith in love, in any form, attests to chaos as re

From the belief in sin, the faith in chaos must foll@ It is because it follows that it seems to be a
logical conclusion; a valid step in ordered thoue The steps to chaos do follow neatly from their
starting point4 Each is a differel form in the progression of truth's reversal, leading still deeper
into terror and away from trutl® Think not one step is smaller than another, nor that return from
one is easiel® The whole descent from Heaven lies in each 7 And where your thinkig starts,
there must it en

Brother, take not one step in the descent to 2 For having taken one, you will not recognize the
rest for what they are3 And theywill follow. 4 Attack in any form has placed your foot upon the
twisted stairway that leads from Heav® Yet any instant it is possible to have all this undéne.
How can you know whether you chose the stairs to Heaven or thewajl2’ Quite easily® How
do you feel”®Is peace in your awarenesl0Are you certain which way you gd1And are you sie
the goal of Heaven can be reach2If not, you walk alone!3 Ask, then, your Friend to join with
you, and give you certainty of where you

Introduction

Forget not that the motivation for this course is the attainmenttendeeping of the state of
peace.? Given this state the mind is quiet, and the condition in which Godnigmbered is
attained3 It is not necessary to tell Him what to 4 He will not fail. > Where He can enter, there
He is already® And can it be He cannot enter where He wills to 7 Peace will be yourbecaus it
is His Will. 8 Can you believe a shadow can hold back the Will that holds the universe © Gode?
dces not wait upon illusions to let Him be Himsé0 No more His Son!l Theyare. 12 And what
illusion that idly seems to drift between Them has the power to defeat what isMit@

To learn this course requires willingness to question every vialug/ou hold2 Not one can be
kept hidden and obscure but it will jeopardize your learr3 No belief is neutral* Every one has
the power to dictate each decision you m® For a decision is a conclusion based on everything
that you believe® It is the outcome of belief, and follows it as surely as doessngdf follow guilt
and freedom sinlessne There is no substitute for pea® What God creates has no alterne. %e
The truth arises from what He knovl0 And your decisions come from your beliefs as certainly as
all creation rose in His Minbecaus of what He know:
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I. Specialness as a Substitute for Lo

Love is extension? To withhold the smallest gift is not to know love's purpe Love offers
everything forever4 Hold back but one belief, one offering, and love is gone, because youaasked
substitute to take its plac® And now must warthe substitute for peace, come with the one
alternative that you can choose for 106 Your choosing it has given it all the reality it seems to
have

Beliefs will never openly attack each other because conflictingomes are impossibP But an
unrecognized belief is a decision to war in secret, where the resutisflitcare kept unknown and
never brought to reason, to be consideresible or not 3 And many senseless outcomes have been
reached, and meaningless decisions have been made and kept hidden, tobeéetsneaow given
power to direct all subsequent decisic* Mistake you not the power of these hidden warriors to
distupt your peace® For it is at their mercy while you decide to leave it thé The secret enemies
of peace, your least decision to choose attack instead of love, ummszbgnd swift to challenge
you to combat and to violence far more inclusive theu think, are there by your electic’ Do not
deny their presence nor their terrible resi® All that can be denied is their reality, but not their
outcome

All that is ever cherished as a hidden belief, to be defended thouglogmeed, is faith in
specialnes<? This takes many forms, but always clashes with the realiGoafs creation and with
the grandeur that He gave His S3What else ccld justify attack? For who could hate someone
whose Self is his, and Whom he know®> Only the special could have enemies, for they are
different and not the sam® And difference of any kind imposes orders of reality, and a need to
judge that cannot | escapel

What God created cannot be attacked, for there is nothing in the eniveilee itself2 But what
is different calls for judgment, and this must come from someortéeffesomeone incapable of
being like what he condemns, "above" it, sinley comparison with it3 And thus does specialness
become a means and end at or* For specialness not only sets apart, but serves as grounds from
which attack on those who seem "beneath” the special one is "hamnldjust."> The special ones
feel weak and frail because of differences, for what would make thenmasjis their enemy® Yet
they protect its enmity and call it "frienc’ On its behalf they fight against the universe, for nothing
in the world they value mol

Specialness is the great dictator of the wrong decis? Here is the grand illusion of what you
are and what your brother B And here is what must make the body dear and worth prese?ving.
Specialness must be defend? lllusions can atick it, and they do® For what your brother must
become to keep your specialnis an illusion.” He who is "worse" than you must be attacked, so
that your specialness can live on his defé For specialness is triumph, and its victory is his defeat
and shame¢ 9 How can he live, with all your sins upon hirl® And who must be his conqueror but
you”

Would it be possible for you to hate your brother if you were like I2 Could you attack him if
you realized you journey with him, to a goal that is the se3 Would you not help him reach it in
every way you could, if his attainment of it \e perceived as yours* You are his enemy in
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specialness; his friend in a shared purp® Specialness can never share, for it depends on goals
that you alone can reac® And he must never reach them, or your goal is jeopard’ Can love
have meaninwhere the goal is triumpt8 And what decision can be made for this that will not hurt

~

you’

7. Your brother is your friend because his Father created him like2 There is no difference
You have been given to your brother that love might be extended, not éudrofhim.4 What you
keep is lost to yoL®> God gave you and your bror Himself, and to remember this is now the only
purpose that you shar® And so it is the only one you hav’ Could you attack your brother if you
chose to see no specialness of any kind between you aneé Look fairly at whatever makes you
give yourbrother only partial welcome, or would let you think that you are better off. s it not
always your belief your specialness is limited by your relakigm®10 And is not this the "enemy"
that makes you and your brother illusions to each ¢

8. The fear of God and of your brother comes from each unrecognized bedipédialness? For
you demand your brother bow to it against his v3 And God Himself must honor it or suffer
vengeance? Every twinge of malice, or stab of hate oish to separate arises he> For here the
purpose that you and your brother share becomes obscured from both 6 You would oppose
this course because it teaches you you and your brother are’ You have no purpose that is not
the same, and no your Father does not share with y8 For your relationship has been made clean
of special goals® And would you now defeat the goal of holiness that Heaven gav What
perspective can the special have that does not change with saamning bloweach slight, or
fancied judgment on itse

9. Those who are special must defend illusions against the 2 For what is specialness but an
attack upon the Will of God3 You love your brother not while it is this you would defend against
him. 4 This is what he attacks, and you prot® Here is the ground of battle which you wage against
him. 6 Here must he be your enemy and not your frie/ Never can there be peace among the
different.8 He is your friencbecaus you are the sarr

V. The State of Sinlessne

1. The state of sinlessness is merely this: The whole desirttaickas gone, and so there is no
reason to perceive the Son of God as other than 2 The need for guilt is gone because it has no
purpose, and is meaningless without the goisin. 3 Attack and sin are bound as one illusion, each
the cause and aim and justifier of the otl* Each is meaningless alone, but seems to draw a
meaning from the othe> Each depends upon the other for whatever sense it seems t€ Ande.
no one cold believe in one unless the other were the truth, for each attests the other mus e true

2. Attack makes Christ your enemy, and God along with F2 Must you not be afraid with
"enemies" like these3 And must you not be fearful of yourse# For you have hurt yourself, and
made your Self your "enemy> And now you must believe yowe not you, but something alien to
yourself and "something else," a "something" to be feared insteblexd. ® Who would attack
whatever he perceives as wholly innoce’” And who,becaus he wishes to attack, can fail to think
he must be guilty to mntain the wish, while wanting innocen: 8 For who could see the Son of
God as innocent and wish him dee® Christ stands before you, each time you look upon your
brother.10He has not gone because your eyes are cl11But what is there to se¢y searching for
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your Savior, seeing Him through sightless e

3. Itis not Christ you see by looking thi It is the "enemy," confused with Christ, you look upn.
And hate because there is no sin in him for you to 4 Nor do you hear his plaintive call,
unchanged in content in whatever form the camade, that you unite with him, and join with him
in innocence and peac® And yet, beneath the ego's senseless shrieks, such is the tc@lbthhas
given him, that you might hear in him His Call to you, and answer by returning unto God Wit is
Own.

4. The Son of God asks only this of you; that you return to him what @ueisthat you may share
in it with him. 2 Alone does neither have 3 So must it remain useless to bc# Together, it will
give to each an equal strength to save ther, and save himself along with hi® Forgiven by you,
your savior offers you salvatio® Condemned by you, he offers death to y’ In everyone you see
but the reflection of what you choose to have him be to 8 If you decide against his proper
function, the only one he has in truth, you are depriving him of all the joydudd have found if he
fulfilled the role God gave to hin® But think not Heaven is lost to him alorl® Nor can it be
regained unless the way is shown to him through you, ou may find it, walking by his sic

5. Itis no sacrifice that he be saved, for by his freedom will yom gour own2To let his function
be fulfilled is but the means to let yours B And so you walk toward Heaven or toward hell, but
not alone4How beautiful his sinlessnessll be when you perceive i> And how great will be your
joy, when he is free to offer you the gift of sight God gave tofonyou! ¢ He has no need but this;
that you allow him freedom to complete the task God gave to’ Remembering but this; that
what he does you do, along with hi® And as you see him, so do you define the function he will
have for you, until you see him differently and let him be what God appointed that he be rou.

6. Against the hatred that the Son of God may cherish toward hims8lbdibelieved to be without
the power to save what He created from the pain of 2 But in the love he shows himself is God
made free to let His Will be dor 3 In your brother you see the picture of your own belief in what
the Will of God must be for you* In your forgiveness will you understand His Love for you;
through your attack believe He hates you, thinking Heaven must be Look once again upon
your brother not without the understanding that he is the way to Heaven or taseglhu perceive
him. & But forget not this; the role you give to him is given you, and yduwelk the way you
pointed out to him because it is your judgment on you
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